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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. 



2. 



, which is the language of a 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
|X[ Tk e international application in the language in which it was filed 

j A translation of the' international application into 
translation furnished for the purposes of: '* 

f I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23. 1 (b)) 

| 1 publication of the international application, (under Rule 12.4(a)) • 

| | international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

•With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been ' 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 

| | the international application as originally filed/furnished 
[X | the description: 

1-35 as originally flledVfurnished 

received by this Authority on. with the letter of 
received by this Authority on .with' the letter of 



pages 

pages 5 * 

pages* 



X the claims: 



pages - 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



X the drawings: 



as originally filed/furnished 
• as .amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

36-41 received by this Authority on 16 th August 2005 with the letter of the same date 
received by this Authority on. with the letter of 



.pages. 1-11 as originally fileoVfurnished 
- pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on .with the letter of 
I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
1 | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
. the claims, Nos. 

[ ] the drawings, sheets/figs • • 

| | the sequence listing (specify): * ' 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

I I ™ s ^port has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
^2( , )) inCe ttey beCn COnsidered to £0 be y° nd the disclosure as.filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 

|" [ the description, pages . 

| [ the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 
I | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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i. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-32 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 




■ YES 




Claims 


1-32 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-32 


YES 




. Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

- D 1 : WO 200 1/084444 Al (COMEDEX, INC.), 8 November 200 1 
• - D2: US 2003/0 1821 60 Al (LAHTEENMAKT), 25 September 2003' ' 
D3: WO 2001/065452 Al (MANNATECH, INC.), 7 September 2001 . 

• INVENTIVE STEP QS^ claims 1-32 ' 

Claims 1,15 and 32: These claims are seen to lack inventive step in light of either document Dl or D3. Each of 
them discloses an apparatus with most of the claimed features, ' including "information ... on counterproductive . 
effects .;. . when combined with another products": in the case of D3, the passage at page 7, lines 10-15 states that 
"information ... . may include adverse medications or other products to avoid while taking the ingredient"; .in Dl, 
figure 14 shows information on counterproductive effects (the "Drug Interactions". column). The claims are 
distinguished from the citations by their further inclusion of "synergistic effects," information not explicitly 
■ described in either document. However, D3 is highly suggestive of such a feature in its storage of "information 
relating to natural ingredients that may be used ... in combination with other ingredients to obtain a desired 
health benefits." (Similarly, in D 1 , "drug interactions" could easily be seen to include information on synergies 
between ingredients.) Since information on such synergies would be readily available for each ingredient in the 
databases described in the citations, and in light of -these suggestions, it is considered that the inclusion of such 
information in the database of either citation would be a straightforward addition and would thereby achieve the . 
claimed invention. • 

Claims 2-14 and 16-28: The features of these claims/when not disclosed in either Dl or D3, are not considered 
to confer inventive step in light of that citation. The features are seen merely to define well-known integers in 
systems of this sort, and would' be readily conceived by a skilled addressee during implementation of any of the 
cited inventions. ' 

Claims 29-3 1: These claims lack inventive step in light of D2. In this citation, paragraphs 62-80 describe the 
collation of separate product and active ingredient databases. They do not explicitly describe the claimed steps, 
• such as determining media doses, but their intent is the same. Therefore, the claimed method is seen to be at most 
a technical equivalent of that described, since the steps themselves are all straightforward. 
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Claims 

1. Apparatus for determining health effect of a selected product, or 
product(s) providing a selected health effect, the apparatus comprising: 

5 a database of products and- associated health effects, the database 
comprising information on synergistic effects of some or all of the products in 
the database and counterproductive effects of some or all of the products in 
the database* when combined with another product or products; 

an input for a user to input the selected product or selected health effect; ■ 

10. a processor for determining health effect of the selected product from the 
database and/or for determining product(s) from the database providing the. 
selected health effect; and j 

an output for outputtlng information to the user. 

2- Apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising weighing scales 
15 connected to the input, for weighing the selected product 

3, Apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the weighing scales comprise 
a user display connected to the output. 

20 4. Apparatus according to any one jof. the preceding claims further 
comprising a barcode scanner connected to the input, for scanning a barcode 
of the selected product. 

5. Apparatus according to any one of ithe preceding claims wherein the 
25 database comprises information on the dajly consumption quantity for some 
or all of the products in the database, required to produce the health effect 
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6. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
database comprises the price of some or all the products in the database. 

7. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the 
5 database comprises information on the. biologically active chemical or 

chemicals producing the health effect in some or all the products in the 
database. 

8. Apparatus according to claim 7 wherein the database comprises 
10 information on the CAS number of biologically active, chemical(s) in the 

products; j 

9.. Apparatus according to claim 7 or claim 8 wherein the database 
comprises information on the content.of biologically active chemicai(s) in each 
15. product 

10. Apparatus according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the 

i 

processor is a computer. j 

20 11. Apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the database is stored on a 
storage device for use with the computer. 

.12. Apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the database is stored on the 
computer hard drive. 
25 j 

13. Apparatus according to any one of claims 10 to 12 wherein the input is 
a computer user interface. : 

14. Apparatus according to any one of claims -1-9 to 13 wherein the output 
30 is a computer user interface. 
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15. A method for determining health effect of a selepted product, or 
product(s) providing a selected health effect/the method comprising the steps 
of: 

5 providing a database of products and associated health effects, the 
database comprising information on synergistic effects of some or ail of the 
products in the database and counterproductive effects of some or all of the 
products in the database, when combined with another product or products; 
inputting the selected product or selected health effect into a user input; 
10 • determining health effect of. the selected product from the database, or. 
product(s) from the database providing the selected health effect; and 
outputting information to the user, 

16. A method, according to claim. AS, wherein the .step of inputting 
15 comprises selecting the product or health effect from a pre-deterrnined list, 

j 

17. A method according to claim 15 or claim 16 wherein the step of 
inputting comprises typing the health effect or product name. 

20 18. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 17 wherein the step Of 
inputting the product comprises scanning a product barcode. 

i • 

19. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 18 wherein the step of 
inputting comprises inputting the weight of a' product. 

25 • 

20. A method according to claim 19 wherein inputting the weight of a 
product is .via weighing scales connected to;the input. 

21. A method according to. any one of cliaims 15 to 20 wherein the step of 
30 . inputting the product comprises inputting a ^hemical name. 



BEST AVAILABLE GOPY 

Amended Sheet 
, • DPEA/AU 



PCT/SG2004/000340 
Received 1 6 August 2005 

l" 

39 



22. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 21 wherein the step of 
inputting the product comprises inputting a chemical CAS number. 

23. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 22 wherein the step of 
inputting the product comprises inputting information on the source of the 
product. 

24. A method according to any one of claims 45.toJ23 wherem the step of 
providing a database of products and associated health effects, comprises 
providing a database including information on the daily consumption quantity 
for some or all of the products in the database, required to produce the health 
effect | 

25. A method according to any one of .claims 15. to 24 wherein the step of 
providing a database of products and associated health effects, comprises 
providing a database including the price of some or ail the products in the 
database. . 

* ! . 

. ' ; . 

26. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 25 wherein the step of 
providing a database of products and associated health effects, comprises 
providing a database including information on the biologically active chemical 
or chemicals producing the health effect in some or all the products in the 
database. 

27.. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 26 wherein the step of 
providing a database of products and associated health, effects, comprises 
providing a database including information on the CAS number of biologically 
active chemfcal(s) in the products. 
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28. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 27- wherein the step of 
providing a database of products and associated health effects, comprises 
providing a database including information on the content of biologically active 
chemicaf(s) in each product. 

5 

29. A method of generating a database of. products . and associated health 
effects, comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a first database of products* and the contents of biologically ■ 
active chemicals in those products; 
10 b). providing a second database of biologically active chemicals and median 
effective doses of those chemicals required to provide particular health 
. effects; 

c) selecting a product P from the first database; 

d) from the first database, determining, a : biologically active chemical B in 
1 5 product P and the content C of biologically active chemical B in product P; 

e) from the second database, determining the median effective dose D of 
biologically active chemical B to provide ja particular health effect H; 

f) determining the daily consumption quantity DCQ of product P required to 
provide health effect H, from the results at steps d) and e); 

20 . g) inputting product. P' daily consumption quantity DCQ, biologically active 
chemical B, content C, median effective dose D and health effect H into a 
third database; and 
h) repeating one or more of steps c) to g). j 

25 30. Apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 14 wherein the database 
is- generated by the method of claim 29. 5 

31.. A method according to any one of claims 15 to 28 wherein the 
database is generated by the method of claim 29. 

30 | 

• • ! . • 

i 

i 
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32. • A method for determining health effect of a selected product, or 
produces) providing a selected health effect, the method comprising the steps 
of: • ■ ■ 

user computer means receiving an input on the selected product or 
5 selected health effect; : 

host computer means determining, from a database of products , and 
associated health effects, health effect of the selected product, or product(s) 
providing the selected health effect, the database comprising information on 
synergistic effects of some or all of- the products In the database and 
10 counterproductive effects of some or all of the products in the database, when 
combined with another product or products; .and 
. user computer means outputting information to a user. 
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